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Lessons from  
Listening to  

Elders
Our guest speaker in April was Victor Lytwyn 

who is a consultant working with First Nations 
and Metis. He works with Indigenous people 
to resolve land claims and reserve boundary 
issues. His subject was “Lessons from Listening 
to Elders”. Elders are teachers and they do it 
subtly. There are moral lessons in the stories 
that children don’t understand completely until 
many years later. In listening to the stories there 
is hope as well as pain and suffering. 

Dr. Lytwyn presented three examples of  
Indigenous issues from different parts of  
Ontario: Bkejwanong First Nation also know as Walpole Island First 
Nation, located near Wallaceburg at the mouth of  the St. Clair River; 
Sagamok-Anishnawbek First Nation, on the north shore of  Lake Huron; 
and Lake Wabigoon Ojibway Nation, near Dryden. Each community faces 
unique challenges.

Sagamok Anishnawbek First Nation
The Sagamok Anishnawbek First Nation is located on the north shore 

of  Lake Huron. Their traditional territory was from the Spanish River to 
Hudson’s Bay. In 1850, the Robinson Huron Treaty was signed and vast 
tracts of  land were relinquished. Non-indigenous surveyors plotted the land 
in squares and lots that did not correspond to the Sagamok’s understanding 
or use of  the land. There were spiritual places everywhere and the people 
were sensitive to the natural world.  

In the 1870s, incoming settlers displaced the Indigenous people of  the 
area and many were left homeless. The introduction of  the railway further 
accelerated the decline of  traditional communities. 

Victor spoke to the Elders about their fathers’ lives in the 1920s and 
before. The Elders were specific about the location of  the villages, the 
unmarked graves and other features of  the communities. The knowledge had 
been passed down through the generations.

The community is currently dealing with La Cloche Provincial Park 
adjacent to the reserve. Members of  Sagamok Anishnawbek First Nation 

claim that a much larger area should have been 
included in the 1850 treaty and they would like 
the land returned or to have joint management 
of  La Cloche Provincial Park. 

There are many examples of  First Nations 
reserves located beside National or Provincial 
Parks. However, First Nations have not been 
included in the management and interpretation 
at the parks. First Nations people want to be 
respected for their traditional knowledge and 
history. 

Bkejwanong First Nation
The Bkejwanong First Nation reserve is located 
in a delta marsh on the international boundary 
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Walpole Island Reserve no. 46. Plan showing the Walpole Island territory affected by the different treaties
Courtesy of  Library Archives Canada

Continued page 4

historical society
GUELPH 

May 2018

“The key to  
working with  

Elders is to listen 
and be quiet.”



On March 6, Stephen Robinson, Senior Heritage 
Planner for the City of  Guelph, outlined the development 
of  mapping from the original John Galt map of  “Guelf ” 
in 1827 to the present day Geographical Information 
System (GIS) mapping systems, which are available to 
us today using the technology of  Internet access. He 
expressed thanks to Ross Irwin and Gordon Couling for 
their passion to initiate the mapping of  Guelph’s heritage 
architecture as well as the resources of  Guelph Civic 
Museum (GCM) and the Wellington County Museum 
and Archives. “The only thing better than a good map is 
a good OLD map,” said Robinson. 

The “Good OLD maps” are still valid and useful 
today; these maps can be updated to include layers 
illustrating heritage, geographical information, businesses, 
etc. Robinson noted that Guelph lags behind the County 
of  Wellington for its online mapping of  heritage sites for 
entire townships and the County’s use of  this mapping 
for planning purposes.

Robinson began the presentation with John Galt’s 
1827 “good old map’ from GCM collection. This map 
is the basis for the many maps which followed, the 
polygonal 1827 shape is central to all subsequent maps that 

show annexations as the Town/City grew in area. 
Annexation Map, Required Plan 8, for Guelph from 
1855 shows the boundaries of  Guelph were London 
Road, Edinburgh Road and the (Speed) River. This 
map was done by surveyor John Evan Macdonald 
(grandfather of  artist Evan Macdonald) for the 
Province in 1856. 

The 1862 Cooper’s Map of  Guelph was done 
by an American giving a bird’s-eye view of  Guelph; 
it is an amazing rendition for the era and it looks 
similar to a Google-view map of  today. The 1872 
hand-drawn map by Brosius has various business 
drawings around the perimeter and was used to 
promote Guelph businesses – this map is on the wall 
of  the third floor of  City Hall today. From 1960 to 
1977, Gordon Couling made a series of  slides from 
the Brosius bird’s-eye view maps. 

Maps from 1862 onward show the wards (initially 
four wards) but by 1908 showing six wards. Of  

Guelph’s Historical Maps And 
Their Present Usage For Heritage 
And Cultural Resources Using GIS 

Technology
By Anne Holman

Plan of  the Town of  Guelph, 1847. By Donald McDonald. Private Collection

Town of  Guelph, 1827         
Image Courtesy of  Guelph Museums, 1973.41.1.2 



great interest were the “Fire Insurance 
Plan Maps” that show businesses. The 
maps are colour coded to indicate 
construction materials – blue for stone, 
red for brick and yellow for wood. 
This colour-coding would presumably 
let the fire departments anticipate what 
challenges they would be fighting. 
Updates occurred in 1897, 1911, 1922, 
1929, 1946, and 1960. The University 
of  Western Ontario (UWO) has an 
excellent collection of  fire insurance 
plans because Weldon Insurance  
donated their maps to UWO. 

Today, the Heritage planning 
department with the City and GIS 
uses black dots for significant points. 
“Cultural Heritage Landscape” (CHL) 
blobs are part of  today’s City maps; 
examples are the Market square blob, Catholic Hill blob, 
Raymond-St. Andrew’s blob and Douglas-St. George’s blob. 
Stephen’s final map showed today’s heritage properties and 
CHL areas recognized today. This map will be available to 
everyone at guelph.ca/heritage as an interactive map giving 
details about a property, its CHL, dates, photos etc. The red 
squares are for designated heritage buildings, blue squares 
represent properties with heritage value but not yet protected 
(the Burcher-Stokes 1990 registry of  about 2,000 properties) 
and green squares for the other Burcher-Stokes inventory 
listings. He noted that Gordon Couling did all of  them 
starting in 1927 and gave his work to the City in 1972; this was 
a huge inventory of  vital importance to the City, encouraging 
a culture of  heritage within the City.

Today’s GIS technology and Google street view maps are 
incredible resources for planners but site visits are still the 
ideal method to supplement Google mapping and to evaluate 
the heritage value of  properties and conservation districts.

ONLINE HISTORICAL MAPS
Below is a list of links to online historical 
maps. The City’s heritage conservation web 
pages contain info that includes the properties 
designated or listed on the heritage register 
and also the Cultural Heritage Action Plan 
(CHAP) web page. www.guelph.ca/heritage
 
County of Wellington’s “Explore  
Wellington” map page
https://www.wellington.ca/en/discover/maps.
aspx
 
Centre Wellington’s online “Map Centre”
https://www.centrewellington.ca/livehere/
Pages/Maps.aspx
 
Wheelock’s Map of Wellington County 
(1861) using University of Toronto’s Ontario 
County Map Project
https://mdl.library.utoronto.ca/projects/ontar-
io-county-map
 
H. Parsell & Co.’s Illustrated Atlas of the 
County of Wellington (1877) using McGill’s 
Canadian County Atlas Digital Project
https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/
default.htmFire Insurance Plan. Ontario Agricultural College and Experiemental Farm, 1916. 

Private Collection. 

Above: View of  Guelph from Cooper's 1862 Map. Image Courtesy of  Guelph 
Museums, Grundy 88   
Below: Close up of  1862 Map, Image Courtesy of  Guelph Museums, Grundy 219   
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between Canada and the United States. This area is home 
to some of  the most diverse wetlands, oak savannas, and 
tallgrass prairies in the Great Lakes region. It is a world-class 
ecosystem that provides habitat for many rare species 
of  plants and animals and is an excellent destination for 
bird-watching and fishing. 

The reserve, which is on unceded territory, is located in a 
heavily industrialized and urbanized area of  south Ontario. 
Effluent from Sarnia travels down to the wetland. Although 
the marsh acts as a sponge for toxins, industrial pollution 
is damaging the ecosystem and the traditional lands of  the 
reserve. There is a significant number of  species-at-risk.

Victor worked with Elders to understand the human/
nature interaction. Traditional ecological knowledge of  
the Elders is crucial to understand the ecosystem and how 
to protect it. Elders are involved in teaching the children 
traditional uses for the natural world.  The challenge for this 
community is industrial pollution and urban development 
within an international boundary. 

Lake Wabigoon Ojibway Nation
In 1873, the Dominion of  Canada and the Saulteaux 

tribe of  Ojibway entered into a treaty known as Treaty 

No. 3, in which the Saulteaux surrendered title to an area 
of  14,245,000 hectares.1 The Waabigoniiw Saaga’iganiiw 
Anishinaabeg are part of  Treaty No. 3 territory. The reserve 
is in northern Ontario near Dryden. 

Prior to European settlement, the Ojibway in the area 
harvested wild rice. It was in abundant supply and the 
Ojibway’s livelihood was dependent on the production and 
sale of  wild rice. The traditional method for harvesting the 
rice was with a canoe and stick. 

In 1879, the Government of  Ontario built a dam at 
Wabigoon Lake that flooded major wild rice areas and 
ancestral graveyards. In 1912, people were displaced when 
a government-sanctioned pulp and paper mill was built in 
Dryden. It is the same mill that poisoned the reserve at Grassy 
Narrows. The Waabigon live in the shadow of  this mill. 

Futhermore, the Government did not allow the Waabigon 
to go beyond the boundaries of  the reserve to hunt and trap 
and people became impoverished. Now governments are 
forced to listen to the Elders and provide compensation for 
flooding. 

May 2, 2018 – Wimereux Cemetery  
David Cameletti, GHS President, travelled to 

France with the “In the Footsteps of  John Mc-
Crae” Tour organized by Guelph Museums. On 
May 2, approximately 50 people gather in what 
is believed to be the first Guelph delegation to the grave of  John McCrae since 
1973. The ceremony was moving and solemn. David placed a memorial wreath on 
behalf  of  St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, the home church of  the McCrae Fam-
ily. David will provide a report of  the tour in the September issue of  the newsletter 
and a feature article in Historic Guelph.               – David Cameletti

In the footsteps of John McCrae

Photos (left): Robert McCrae a cousin of  
John MCrae and David Cameletti. 
(Right): David with the St Andrew’s 
Church memorial wreath.

1 Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada. Treaty Guide to 
Treaty No. 3 (1873). Available at: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/
eng/1100100028667/1100100028669


