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This year was 
an histori-
cally signifi-

cant year being the 
190th anniversary 
of  the founding of  
Guelph as well as the 
150th anniversary of  
Canada’s confedera-
tion. The summer sun 
welcomed us as 200 
people came to cel-
ebrate the 10th An-
nual Kirking Service 
at St. James the Apos-
tle Anglican Church 
on August 6, 2017. 
The dignitaries, clergy, 
choir and members of  
the Guelph Histori-
cal Society were piped 
in by piper Robin Aggus. We were warmly received by 
The Rev’d Canon Trudy Lebans on behalf  of  St. James 
Church.

Besides our civic leaders from Guelph’s City Coun-
cil, special guests included Bruce Weaver, who spoke 
on “First Nations’ Reflections” reviewing the past and 
expressing hope for the future, The Rev. Johan Olivier 
(Knox Presbyterian Church) delivering the Collects of  
the Day and Jeffrey Webb (First Baptist Church) giv-
ing a reading from Isaiah. A second reading from Mat-
thew was taken from the Glasgow Bible and given by 
Joel Sneddon (a parishioner from St. James Church) who 
skillfully spoke in the Gaelic language. We all joined in 

with “The Immigrants 
Creed”.

The special address 
was given by The Hon. 
Lloyd Longfield MP in 
which he described the 
reason for a kirking–
a Scottish ceremonial 
parade–to honour our 
civic leaders while re-
minding them of  their 
responsibilities towards 
the community. He 
also made reference to 
Bruce Weaver’s remarks 
to be aware of  our mis-
takes and resolve to 
move forward with love 
and respect towards our 
indigenous neighbours.

Music was provided 
by a mixed choir lead by St.James’ choirmaster and or-
ganist Robert Foote.

Following the service everyone gathered in the church 
memorial garden for the traditional lemonade and cook-
ies. This year additional items such as Scotch eggs and 
bannock added to the festivities. Special thanks go to 
Lynne Barker for her capable supervision. Thanks also to 
the members of  St. Matthias Church, Guelph and of  St. 
James Church, Fergus for their contributions.

Donations of  100 lbs. of  non-perishable food was de-
livered to Guelph’s Drop-in Centre and Chalmers Com-
munity Services Centre.

John Galt Sunday Kirking

Front row from left to right: Bruce Weaver, Councillor Leanne Piper,  
Councillor Phil Allt, Councillor Cathy Downer, Barb Longfield
Back row from left to right: Kirking Guest, Chief  of  Police Jeff  DeRuyter,  
Member of  Parliament Lloyd Longfield

By Betty Lou Clark

Photo credit: Councillor Cathy Downer’s Twitter feed
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July 1, 2017–The Day the Bells Rang Out
A few hundred people were gathered downtown at noon on July 

1, 2017 to hear church bells ring out in unison to celebrate Canada’s 
sesquicentennial anniversary. Four of  the nine churches in the down-
town core participated, as only these four have bells in their tow-
ers – Basilica of  Our Lady, St. George’s Anglican Church, Lakeside 
Downtown (formerly Norfolk United), and St. James the Apostle 
Anglican Church.

Wearing red and white, Guelphites and citizens of  neighbour-
ing communities lined Woolwich and Douglas streets, St. George’s 
Square, the Heffernan Street Footbridge, and the four churchyards, 

to hear the joyous two-minute bell ringing. Following the pealing of  the bells, 
Robert Jewell, Carillonneur at St. George’s Church, played Oh Canada and Happy 
Birthday, with many of  the crowd joining in song. Mr. Jewell then provided a half  
hour of  musical entertainment that included tunes such as: Land of  Hope & Glory, 
Smile Awhile, Pack Up Your Troubles, Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Trumpet Voluntaire, You 
Are My Sunshine, Amazing Grace and Ode to Joy. Such a sense of  celebration and 
community!
–submitted by Guelph resident, Cindi Conlon, organizer of  the event. She was inspired after 

reading a GHS article that mentioned, “on the eve of  New Years 1967, Guelph churches 
rang their bells to welcome in the Centennial year”. She hopes that in 50 years’ time, some-

one will read her account of  the Canada150 bells and ring them again for Canada200!

Dr. Catherine Wilson, Department 
of  History, University of  Guelph, 
presented the lecture “True Stories of  
Love and Loss: Rural Diary Archive 
Website” at the May meeting. 

The Rural Diary Archive profiles 
150 diarists from across southern On-
tario and date from the early 1800s 
to 1960. The diarists include a wide 
range of  occupations from farmers to 
workers in the agro-forestry industry 
in the near North. The diarists also 
range in age from teenage girls to old 
men and reflect different ethnic and 
religious groups. Underrepresent-
ed among the diarists, however, are 
women with young children. 

Many of  the diarists enjoyed writing 
in their diaries and transformed the 
commercially produced diaries from blank books to some-
thing personal. Some people fashioned their own covers or 
included doodles. 

Most of  the diaries were for family consumption and 
were housed in the kitchen, which was a public place. The 
diaries were rarely private or intimate. They described 

what was going on in the family or with 
the neighbours. The diarists kept track of  
monetary and non-monetary transactions. 
Business and social events were often 
mixed together in the diaries. People were 
not as isolated as we suppose –visitors 
were coming and going all the time. 

The diaries also represent various lev-
els of  literacy. In the nineteenth century, 
more men than women kept diaries. The 
men would provide details of  the number 
of  bushels that went to town and the farm 
accounts. As the diaries progress into the 
twentieth century, women were given the 
job of  the accounts because their hand-
writing was neater.

Rural Diary Archives
The diaries are usually donated. Stu-

dents in fourth year rural history re-
view the diaries and do background research. The dia-
ries are then scanned and uploaded to the website. 
From the website, volunteers can transcribe the dia-
ries. For more information or to volunteer, please see  
https://ruraldiaries.lib.uoguelph.ca/

May Lecture: True Stories of Love and Loss

Above: Cindi Conlon and Robert Jewell, Carillonneur 
at St. George’s Church
Below: Spectators watch from the Heffernan Street 
Footbridge

George Charles Butcher and Mary Butcher, 
c.1888
Mary Butcher Diary (1891 to 1918)



WARTIME: THE FIRST WORLD WAR IN A CANADIAN TOWN
Speaker: Ed Butts
Nov. 7, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Butts will discuss his book, Wartime: The First World War in a Canadian Town. He 
uses Guelph as a representative community to show what life was like for Canadians at 
home during the Great War. 

Ed Butts is a Canadian writer. He is known principally for books on true Canadian 
crime history. His articles have appeared in many publications, including the Toronto 
Star and The Globe & Mail. He also contributed biographical entries to the Canadian 
Encyclopedia.

Using illustrations from her book, Life and Bronze, a Sculptor’s 
Journal, and stories from 20 years in the studio, Ruth shares her 
creation of  public bronze portraits with insight and humour. 

Examining historic legacies, re-imagining public spaces, com-
mittee collaboration and the details of  sculpting and casting are 
included in her presentation.

Ms. Abernethy’s work includes:  
• John McCrae, Remember Flanders, Guelph & Ottawa;  
• Oscar Peterson, Ottawa; 
• Raising the Tent, The Stratford Shakespearean  
  Festival, Stratford; and 
• Glenn, CBC Headquarters, Toronto

Copies of  Life and Bronze, A Sculptor’s Journal will be available 
for sale. The price is $60.

Evenings with History:  
Upcoming Lectures

COMMEMORATIONS
Speaker: Ruth Abernethy, Sculptor of the statue, 
John McCrae “Remember Flanders”
Oct. 3, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

All lectures, unless otherwise specified, are held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 161 Norfolk St.

November 16 at 7:00 pm 
Guelph Civic Museum         
Mike Bechthold, Bloody April: The Air Battle Over 
Vimy and Arras in 1917

Offered in partnership with Laurier Centre for Military,  
Strategic and Disarmament Studies

Guelph Museums: Military Lecture Series
October 19 at 7:00 pm
Guelph Civic Museum
The Twin Legacies of  War: Indigenous Veterans, 
Colonialism and Political Activism, 1914-1939. 
Presented by Eric Story.

OTHER EVENTS



GHS board  
2017-2018
PRESIDENT: 
David Cameletti
Email: david.cameletti2@sympatico.ca

PAST-PRESIDENTS: 
Betty Lou Clark
Email:blou.clark@gmail.com

Libby Walker
Email: libbyw5@rogers.com

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Kevin Puddister
Email: kpuddist@gmail.com

SECRETARY: 
Anne Holman
Email: anneholm7017@gmail.com

TREASURER: 
John Holman
Email: john.holman4@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP: 
Janet Reilly
Email: reilly6@rogers.ca

BOOK SALES: 
Ken Irvine
Email: ken.irvine@guelph.ca

PROGRAMS:  
Betty Lou Clark
Email: blou.clark@gmail.com

Aimee Puthon
Email: aimee@puthon.com

PUBLICITY: 
Bob Moore 
Email: bob.moore.guelph@ 
gmail.com

SCHOLARSHIPS/KIRKING: 
Libby Walker
Email: libbyw5@rogers.com

NEWSLETTER: 
Ann Guthrie 
Email: ann-guthrie@sympatico.ca

GENERAL INQUIRIES
Email: inquiries@guelphhistorical-
society.ca

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
GuelphHistoricalSociety

Twitter: @GlphHistoricSoc

MAILING ADDRESS:
100 Crimea Street, Unit A102
Guelph, Ontario  N1H 2Y6

Recipient of Laurier’s 2017 
Awards for Teaching  

Excellence

The Guelph Historical Society would 
like to extend our congratulations to our 
Past-President Dr. Debra Nash-Cham-
bers, who was a recipient of  the 2017 
Wilfrid Laurier University Awards for 
Teaching Excellence. Dr. Nash-Chamber 
teaches in the Faculty of  Arts, Liberal 
Arts, and Human and Social Sciences.

Nash-Chambers has taught courses in history, political science, North 
American studies and 
criminology at Laurier 
for the past 12 years. 
Her teaching, which is 
highlighted by an en-
thusiastic commitment 
to community-engaged 
pedagogy and the devel-
opment of  community 
service-learning courses 
that promote high-im-
pact teaching practices, 
has had a positive ef-
fect across all of  the 
departments that she 
has worked with. Nash-
Chambers encourages student achievement through mentoring and em-
braces experiential learning opportunities for her students.

“The award is tremendously gratifying because the nomination was initi-
ated by my students,” said Nash-Chambers. “It confirms that my students 
value our shared educational experiences as much as I value teaching and 
mentoring them.”

Beyond in-class work, Nash-Chambers created a course that gave students 
meaningful hands-on experience through field trips and 10 week-long in-
ternships at local archives, libraries and history museums throughout Wel-
lington County and the Waterloo Region.

Congratulations Deb!

Source: “Debra Nash-Chambers relishes the opportunity to teach and inspire at  
Laurier”, Available at: www.wlu.ca/news/spotlights/2017/aug/debra-nash-cham-

bers-relishes-opportunity-to-teach-and-inspire-at-laurier.html

Dr. Debra Nash-Chambers

“Dr. Nash-Chambers was the first pro-
fessor who worked to connect with me 

on a personal level, and her support and 
caring consideration for our wellbeing 

boosted my confidence as an  
individual and benefited my  

undergraduate career 
immeasurably.”

–Isaac Hewitt Harris, a former student of 
Nash-Chambers who started graduate 

studies this year at Laurier.


