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May Lecture: True Stories of Love and Loss
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presented the lecture “True Stories of
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Love and Loss: Rural Diary Archive
Business and social events were often
Website” at the May meeting.
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Rural Diary Archives
Many of the diarists enjoyed writing Mary Butcher Diary (1891 to 1918)
The diaries are usually donated. Stuin their diaries and transformed the
dents in fourth year rural history recommercially produced diaries from blank books to someview
the
diaries
and do background research. The diathing personal. Some people fashioned their own covers or
ries are then scanned and uploaded to the website.
included doodles.
From the website, volunteers can transcribe the diaMost of the diaries were for family consumption and
ries. For more information or to volunteer, please see
were housed in the kitchen, which was a public place. The
https://ruraldiaries.lib.uoguelph.ca/
diaries were rarely private or intimate. They described

July 1, 2017–The Day the Bells Rang Out

A few hundred people were gathered downtown at noon on July
1, 2017 to hear church bells ring out in unison to celebrate Canada’s
sesquicentennial anniversary. Four of the nine churches in the downtown core participated, as only these four have bells in their towers – Basilica of Our Lady, St. George’s Anglican Church, Lakeside
Downtown (formerly Norfolk United), and St. James the Apostle
Anglican Church.
Wearing red and white, Guelphites and citizens of neighbouring communities lined Woolwich and Douglas streets, St. George’s
Square, the Heffernan Street Footbridge, and the four churchyards,
to hear the joyous two-minute bell ringing. Following the pealing of the bells,
Robert Jewell, Carillonneur at St. George’s Church, played Oh Canada and Happy
Birthday, with many of the crowd joining in song. Mr. Jewell then provided a half
hour of musical entertainment that included tunes such as: Land of Hope & Glory,
Smile Awhile, Pack Up Your Troubles, Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Trumpet Voluntaire, You
Are My Sunshine, Amazing Grace and Ode to Joy. Such a sense of celebration and
community!
–submitted by Guelph resident, Cindi Conlon, organizer of the event. She was inspired after
Above: Cindi Conlon and Robert Jewell, Carillonneur
reading a GHS article that mentioned, “on the eve of New Years 1967, Guelph churches
at St. George’s Church
rang their bells to welcome in the Centennial year”. She hopes that in 50 years’ time, someBelow: Spectators watch from the Heffernan Street
one will read her account of the Canada150 bells and ring them again for Canada200!
Footbridge

Evenings with History:
Upcoming Lectures
COMMEMORATIONS
Speaker: Ruth Abernethy, Sculptor of the statue,
John McCrae “Remember Flanders”
Oct. 3, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
Using illustrations from her book, Life and Bronze, a Sculptor’s
Journal, and stories from 20 years in the studio, Ruth shares her
creation of public bronze portraits with insight and humour.
Examining historic legacies, re-imagining public spaces, committee collaboration and the details of sculpting and casting are
included in her presentation.
Ms. Abernethy’s work includes:
• John McCrae, Remember Flanders, Guelph & Ottawa;
• Oscar Peterson, Ottawa;
• Raising the Tent, The Stratford Shakespearean
Festival, Stratford; and
• Glenn, CBC Headquarters, Toronto
Copies of Life and Bronze, A Sculptor’s Journal will be available
for sale. The price is $60.
WARTIME: THE FIRST WORLD WAR IN A CANADIAN TOWN
Speaker: Ed Butts
Nov. 7, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
Mr. Butts will discuss his book, Wartime: The First World War in a Canadian Town. He
uses Guelph as a representative community to show what life was like for Canadians at
home during the Great War.
Ed Butts is a Canadian writer. He is known principally for books on true Canadian
crime history. His articles have appeared in many publications, including the Toronto
Star and The Globe & Mail. He also contributed biographical entries to the Canadian
Encyclopedia.
All lectures, unless otherwise specified, are held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 161 Norfolk St.

OTHER EVENTS
Guelph Museums: Military Lecture Series
October 19 at 7:00 pm
Guelph Civic Museum
The Twin Legacies of War: Indigenous Veterans,
Colonialism and Political Activism, 1914-1939.
Presented by Eric Story.

November 16 at 7:00 pm
Guelph Civic Museum
Mike Bechthold, Bloody April: The Air Battle Over
Vimy and Arras in 1917
Offered in partnership with Laurier Centre for Military,
Strategic and Disarmament Studies
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Dr. Debra Nash-Chambers

The Guelph Historical Society would
like to extend our congratulations to our
Past-President Dr. Debra Nash-Chambers, who was a recipient of the 2017
Wilfrid Laurier University Awards for
Teaching Excellence. Dr. Nash-Chamber
teaches in the Faculty of Arts, Liberal
Arts, and Human and Social Sciences.

Nash-Chambers has taught courses in history, political science, North
American studies and
“Dr. Nash-Chambers was the first procriminology at Laurier
for the past 12 years.
fessor who worked to connect with me
Her teaching, which is on a personal level, and her support and
highlighted by an encaring consideration for our wellbeing
thusiastic commitment
boosted my confidence as an
to community-engaged
pedagogy and the develindividual and benefited my
opment of community
undergraduate career
service-learning courses
immeasurably.”
that promote high-impact teaching practices,
–Isaac Hewitt Harris, a former student of
has had a positive efNash-Chambers who started graduate
fect across all of the
studies this year at Laurier.
departments that she
has worked with. NashChambers encourages student achievement through mentoring and embraces experiential learning opportunities for her students.
“The award is tremendously gratifying because the nomination was initiated by my students,” said Nash-Chambers. “It confirms that my students
value our shared educational experiences as much as I value teaching and
mentoring them.”

GENERAL INQUIRIES
Email: inquiries@guelphhistoricalsociety.ca

Beyond in-class work, Nash-Chambers created a course that gave students
meaningful hands-on experience through field trips and 10 week-long internships at local archives, libraries and history museums throughout Wellington County and the Waterloo Region.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
GuelphHistoricalSociety

Congratulations Deb!

Twitter: @GlphHistoricSoc
MAILING ADDRESS:
100 Crimea Street, Unit A102
Guelph, Ontario N1H 2Y6

Source: “Debra Nash-Chambers relishes the opportunity to teach and inspire at
Laurier”, Available at: www.wlu.ca/news/spotlights/2017/aug/debra-nash-chambers-relishes-opportunity-to-teach-and-inspire-at-laurier.html

