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In April, Karen Armstrong 
gave a fascinating lecture 
on the farmhouses of  John 
Thompson Crellin in Oxford 
County.

John Thompson Crellin 
was born in Lancashire, 
England in 1837. He arrived 
in Canada in 1869. He was a 
stone mason and builder. His 
arrival in Ontario coincided 
with the change from wheat 
farming to dairy production. 
As a result of  the changing 
agricultural economy, 
farmers had more income 
and therefore more money 
to spend on their homes. 

The houses that Mrs. Armstrong discussed were built 
between 1870 and 1891. The architecture of  John Crellin 
demonstrates the ideas that were being disseminated during 
the 19th century in the United States and Great Britain. Two 
of  the prominent thinkers of  the period, who influenced 
architecture, were British author John Ruskin and American 
architect Henry Hobson Richardson.

The Aberdeen Bond Style, which Crellin used in building 
the farmhouses in Oxford County, was commonly used in the 
19th century. Some familiar examples are: Toronto Old City 
Hall and Queen’s Park. Both of  these building were influenced 
by Henry Hobson Richardson. 

The Aberdeen Bond Style is defined by rough, massive 
stones with a regular pattern of  rectangular rough stones that 
were 12 inches high and 24 inches long with three equal sized 
smaller stones (known as snecks) between the larger stones. 
Crellin used a distinctive colour pattern of  three snecks with 
alternating black, pink and black stones. This ‘signature’ 
style allowed Mrs. Armstrong to find examples of  Crellin’s 
houses throughout Oxford County. The stone was quarried 
from fields around the house and therefore the colour of  the 

Late 19th Century Aberdeen Bond-Style 
Houses in Oxford County

stone reflects the characteristics of  geological formations in 
a particular location. Crellin used St. Mary’s limestone on the 
quoins, lintels and window sills.

House Pattern Books
The most common way rural houses were built in the 19th 

century were using house pattern books. Most people could 
not afford architects and generally architects were not located 
in rural areas. Homeowners could buy the pattern books and 
send away for the plans. The Canada Farmer (1864-1876), a 
bi-monthly journal, was the only Canadian source for patterns. 

James Avon Smith (1832-1918), a Canadian architect, 
published plans in The Canada Farmer and Crellin adapted these 
patterns to build his houses. 

Above left: Example of  a John Crellin 
farmhouse.

Above right: Example of  a pattern from 
The Canada Farmer (1864)

Left: Example of  the characteristic 
pattern of  the Aberdeen Bond Style
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“Animals exist everywhere and nowhere in history,” says 
Lisa Cox, Curator of  the C.A.V. Barker Museum of  Cana-
dian Veterinary History at the Ontario Veterinary College. 
They were used as transportation, companionship and as 
food but we don’t know what they felt or how they were 
treated. The Barker Collection helps to bring these animals’ 
lives into focus. 

Clifford Barker, an OVC faculty member, started the col-
lection in the 1950s. He was particularly interested in the 
history of  veterinary medicine during World War I.  The 

Barker Collection is the largest collec-
tion of  veterinary history in Canada 
and one of  the largest in the world. 
There are over 12,000 artefacts.

Horses in World War I
World War I was known as the 

‘mechanized war’. The reality, how-
ever, was despite the emergence of  
new technologies the war effort was 
dependent on horses. Horses and 
pack animals were responsible for 
transporting everything from food, 
soldiers, artillery and ammunition to  
injured or dead soldiers. 

Remembering 
Canada’s War 

Horses,  
1914-1918

There were six million animals used on both sides of  the 
conflict.  Canada sent about 130,000 horses overseas. Eight 
thousand were sent with the first contingent of  Canadian sol-
diers in the fall of  1914. Draft or heavy horses were among 
the first to be sent. At the time the United States entered the 
War, 1,000 horses per week were being shipped overseas.

Veterinarians in the Conflict
The Canadian Army Veterinary Corps (CAVC) was official-

ly formed in 1910. It was established as a branch of  the mili-
tia. The CAVC included long-serving veterinarians and newly-
minted graduates. Some of  the OVC students were granted 
permission to delay graduation in order to serve in the War. 
The majority of  veterinarians in the CAVC were from the On-
tario Veterinary College. 

Veterinarians began their work long before the battlefields. 
Part of  their responsibility was to marshal the horses in Que-
bec before the trip overseas. It was an enormous task – in one  

Fixing a boot on the foot of  a horse which was hit during the Canadian advance on Hill 70. 
August, 1917. Canada. Dept. of  National Defence/Library and Archive Canada

Officers of  the 22nd Battalion watering a horse, W.W.1.  
Canada. Dept. of  National Defence/Library and Archives Canada

An Indian Cavalryman watching the famous Squadron of  Fort Garry Horse passing through a village. February, 1918. 
Canada. Dept. of  National Defence/Library and Archives Canada



month, 7,600 horses were transported overseas on 14 ships. 

Horses on the Battlefield
Horses suffered immensely in the War. The average life span 

of  a horse on the front was one week. Injuries included shrap-
nel, bullets, strains, sores, blisters, chronic illness and disease. 
There was also a lack of  supplies to treat the animals. Disease 
claimed many of  the horses lives.  

On the battlefield, veterinarians treated horses as part of  
mobile units. Field chests, which were part of  the mobile 
units, included bandages, tonics, and sutures. The goal was 
treat and return the horses to the battlefield. Since horses were 
incredibly valuable, a number of  them were sent back to Eng-
land for convalescence. The main hospital, however, was in Le 

Havre, France. 
The CAVC pioneered preventive medicine, such as the 

treatment and prevention of  mange, which is caused by para-
sitic mites.. The horses were sprayed with sulphur and lime 
(see photo above left). 

World War I was arguably the last time in history that horses 
were marshalled at this level and it was horses that kept the 
machine of  war going. Their participation in the war effort 
may have gone largely unrecognized but it was an enormous 
contribution.

Horses going through a bath containing liquid which prevents skin disease. 
September, 1917. Canada. Dept. of  National Defence/Library and 
Archives Canada

Pack horses taking up ammunition to guns of  20th Bty. C.F.A., Neuville St. 
Vaast, April 1917. Canada. Dept. of  National Defence/Library and 
Archives Canada

The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario: Guelph-Wel-
lington Branch has launched a $100,000 fund-raising cam-
paign to help restore the roof-top section of the façade of 
the iconic Petrie Building. The building was designed by 
John Day in 1882 for pharmacist A.B. Petrie. Constructed 
of limestone and timber, the Petrie Building is one of only 
three remaining buildings in Canada with a stamped galva-
nized iron facade. The campaign will raise funds to restore 
the pieces that remain and replace the missing elements, 
such as the pestle, the scrollwork and the finials.

TOP-OFF THE PETRIE: FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN
At the April lecture, David Cameletti, GHS President pre-
sented Susan Ratcliffe, President of ACO Guelph-Welling-
ton with a cheque for $5,000.  

Donations may be made through the ACO website:  
www.arconserv.ca  
or by mail to:  
403-10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, ON M5C 1J3

Please indicate the funds are for the Petrie Building.



May 2, 2017 
Rescheduled: Annual General Meeting at 7 
p.m.
Lecture begins: 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Catharine Wilson
“True Stories of Love and Loss: The Rural Diary 
Archive Website”
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
161 Norfolk St.

Dr. Catharine Wilson is an award-winning scholar 
and teacher at the University of Guelph whose 
passion is Rural History. Wilson’s current re-
search is reciprocal work “bees” in 19th and 20th 
century Ontario – barn raisings, threshing and 
quilting bees. This project employs old farm dia-
ries and builds on an innovative, award-winning 
pilot study. Cathy discovered these diaries during 
her current research and the “Rural Diary Archive” 
website showcases over 130 Ontario diarists from 
1800 to 1960. Her presentation will acquaint you 
with these people from the past. You will learn 
about their stories of love and loss and how volun-
teers are transcribing these diaries online making 
them a rich resource for future researchers.
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Doors Open Guelph
Saturday April 22, 2017

Doors Open Guelph is a day-long celebra-
tion of  Guelph’s finest buildings, creative 
spaces, and artistically or architecturally 
relevant sites. Sites include: 
• St. George’s Anglican Church
• Canadian Pacific Caboose 436994
• The New Petrie Building
• Brothers Brewing Company
• Basilica of  Our Lady Immaculate
• The Albion Hotel
• Silence
• The Armoury
• Ker Cavan & Coach House
• London House
• Macdonald Hall: School of  Business and     
   Economics
• The Frank Hasenfratz Centre of   
   Excellence in Manufacturing
• RWDI
• Trails Open – The Toronto Suburban  
   Railway (100th anniversary)

10th Annual John Galt 
Sunday Kirking

This year’s John Galt Sunday Kirking will be held at 
St. James The Apostle Anglican Church on Sunday 
August 6. The Kirking will celebrate Guelph’s 190th 

birthday and Canada’s 150th. 

As part of the John Galt Day celebrations, we 
encourage donations of non-perishable food items 

for distribution to Welcome In Drop-in Centre and the 
Chalmers Community Services Centre. Both chari-

ties are supported by the ecumenical group known as 
CORE (Guelph Churches’ Outreach). Donations will 

be accepted on the Kirking day. Please donate as the 
need in the summer is great. 

More details will be available on the GHS website 
in June.


